 
WEALD PARISH COUNCIL

MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17th February, 2026
AT 7.15 P.M. in the Memorial Hall 
    
IN ATTENDANCE:  Mrs R Wood (in the Chair), Mrs L Harris, Mrs R Hewett, Mr R Trapp, Mrs C Beddoe and Ms J Humphreys

Also attending were District Councillor Thornton, the clerk and ten members of the public.
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – District Councillor Hogarth and County Councillor Mayall
2. 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST – there was none.

4. MEETING HELD ON the 17th December, 2025 – the Minutes were approved and signed by the Vice Chairman on 19th January, 2026.
5. MATTERS ARISING
 
(a) Tributes to Barbara Edwards and Karen Long
The Chairman, on behalf of the Parish Council, noted with sadness the recent deaths of Barbara Edwards and Karen Long, a Parish Councillor from 2015 to 2019.

Barbara Edwards

Mrs Wood spoke that it “is with great sadness that Weald village mourns the loss of Barbara Edwards, who for many years served the village with her practical and varied wares, and fresh produce, at the Old Bakery.
    
    As Barbara, and then Carol running the post office for many years,   
    operated a very tight-ship, The Old Bakery went from strength to  
    strength and became the Hub of the village and a highly valued 
    asset to us all.             

   Over the years, she never failed to cater for my sometimes ‘ very odd’      
   requests. One could find practically anything in her shop, as the saying 
   goes, from “a pin to a steam engine”.

   Her home cooked ham was so special, cooked to perfection every time.
   Shortly before she retired, she very kindly gave me her recipe - even giving
   me the vital two stock cubes, but my efforts were never as successful as  
   Her’s.  So, Barbara’s Ham’ goes down in history! 

   Fortunately, thanks to many innovative volunteers, within a year of her  
   closing, we had our community shop up and running with Ian and 
   Linda Walker as our able shop-keepers! 

   I remember the day very clearly, that she went to the Garden Party at The 
   Palace, and a crowd gathered to send her on her way, an invitation well 
   deserved!
   At this sad time our thoughts are with her family as they come to terms 
   with their loss   Rest in peace Barbara - a huge thank you from us all in Weald.
   And a life well lived!”

   Karen Long

      Mrs Wood continued
 
       “Karen Long sadly passed away on 4th February following a long and       
     Painful illness, borne with great courage. 

 Karen was a parish councillor from 2015 to 2019. During her term in office, we were asked to submit one of our time-consuming Parish Plans which she signed up for and entered with great gusto taking an active and dedicated part in its structure and we have a lot to thank her for.   She generously commissioned and had restored the old signpost on Bowzell Green along with replacing other signs in the village too.

Karen was a busy and valued member of the community and it was at her initiative that Barbara Edwards’ outing for the Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palance, a fine treat. As Barbara left the Old Bakery immaculately dressed, she looked fit to meet a Queen that day as indeed she may have done!

Karen had many friends locally who will all miss her greatly for her friendship, kindness, energy, and drive.

Our thoughts are with her husband Chris, her sons Alex and Ed and her extended family as they come to terms with their sad loss.

We tonight, all offer our sincere condolences to her family.     

(b) KCC Member Grant  
The clerk advised that the Parish Council had applied for a grant under the above programme to renew three noticeboards in the centre of the village.  The noticeboards provide important information particularly for residents who do not have internet access.  The clerk will advise at a later meeting if the grant application has been successful.   
(c) Funding for upgrade of Children’s Play Ares
Ms Humphreys advised that three quotes for the upgrade have been received from contractors.  A fourth is expected.  These quotes will be shared with other members of the Parish Council at the next meeting.  Once reviewed the PC’s internal and external funding requirement will be determined. 

(d) Feasibility of CCTV in areas of Persistent littering
As a first step posters/leaflets will be issued to draw residents’ attention to this problem.  SDC were approached to provide such material but could not supply.  KCC will now be approached.  If they cannot provide suitable materials, aposters will be produced by the Parish Council.
( e) PC’s contribution towards the maintenance of the grave yard  

 After consultation with St. George’s the Parish Council agreed to provide a £1,000 grant for the maintenance in 2026.  Further grants will be considered in future years. 
(e) Marking Evelyn Paige’s grave
Miss Paige served as a member of the Parish Council for an unbroken period of 50 years. Her grave in the grave yard is unmarked.   With the approval of the Church authorities a plaque from the Parish Council, recognising her services to the Parish Council and to Weald will be placed on her grave later this year.    
(f) Update of Weald’s HIP (Highway Improvement Plan)
Following the submission of an updated HIP and meeting with Kent Highways:
An extension of the 20 mph zone is under review. Potentially including the whole of Glebe Road, Church Road and Long Barn Road.  KCC has traffic speed evidence to support such an extension.  
Attention to improving the Hubbards Hill/Gracious Lane Junction.  All incidents (actual collisions/near misses/injuries) should be reported directly to Kent Highways or the clerk in order to put pressure on KCC to improve the safety of this junction.  It is vital that this is done before there is a fatal accident.    
Formation of Weald Speedwatch Group.    With volunteers in place, Kent Police has established this Group which will undergo training in the next few weeks.   Based on experience elsewhere the Speedwatch Group should have a positive impact in controlling speeding through the village.  The Group still invites other volunteers to join. Those who are interested should contact the clerk or Kent Police Speedwatch.       
(g) Wild Flower Meadow
Plans to establish a Wild Flower Meadow in the lower part of the Memorial Hall Field were boosted by Landscape Services, who are responsible for landscape maintenance on behalf of the Parish Council, re-engaging with the planned development.   The timing and costing will now be negotiated with the Parish Council.  Some of the work will be done by residents. 
(h) Village Design Statement/Neighbourhood Plan   
Further discussions will be held to decide which form of Statement/Plan should be followed which local volunteers and a specialised planning consultancy firm, which has expressed interest in supporting the Parish Council, will formalise the next steps.  Further information will be available at the Parish Council meeting in March.         
 




 
6. PLANNING
Details of current planning applications are available on the Parish Council website.

7. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
The Meeting adjourned 8.00 p.m. 

The Meeting resumed at 8.10 p.m.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk1978596]ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The next litter pick will take place on 24th May.  Further details will follow.

      
          
          
   

   The Meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.  
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